
Happy Birthday, to all volunteers with birthdays in the 
months of, December, January and February.

Congratulations

What do you do with Lake Metroparks? 
I actually do a number of things. I’ve been working with the boating 
programs at Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park since 2000 and I help 
out with the kayaking, jetskiing and boating. 

I also volunteer with the Country Lights programs, play Santa Claus, 
load wagons, make wooden toys, narrate the Halloween Hayrides and 
work as a mail courier. I’ve been volunteering with Lake Metroparks 
for 11 years. Helping out with the cross-country skiing races, Dryland 
sled dog races, grooming trails and driving the tractor at special 
events also keeps me busy. And I’m happy to be on the Volunteer 
Advisory Committee, a group of nearly 20 that meets quarterly and 
gives feedback from a volunteer’s perspective. I also started driving 
the support van for Lake Metroparks’ bike rides this year and my wife 
comes along with me as co-pilot. She’s been very supportive. 

Tell us a little about yourself. 
I’m a recently retired teacher with the Euclid City Schools. I taught 
foreign languages for 30 years in both the junior high and high 
schools. I was also the assistant athletic director and coached three 
sports. I’m married to my wife Jan and live in Concord Township. 
Jan’s been very encouraging with all my volunteer activities, as 
it sometimes takes nights and weekends. For 16 years, I’ve also 
volunteered at the Fairport Harbor Lighthouse and have been the 
curator there for the last three. 

Why do you volunteer?
I’m happy to give back. The other volunteers are just as eager to help 
out, so it’s a pleasure working with them. The staff at the beach is 
very accessible, and it makes you want to volunteer. I also love being 
outdoors. I also feel like a bit of a Renaissance man—I get to try a lot 
of different things.

What’s a memorable experience that’s happened 
while volunteering? 
I always like working with children—they’re a blast. One 
year I was playing Santa Claus when a girl and her younger 
brother talked to me about their wish lists. The boy, who 
was probably around four, told me he wanted a unicycle 
for Christmas. That kind of stood out because it was an 
unusual request. As they were walking out the door, his 
sister ran up to me and asked if Santa could keep a secret. 
I said yes, and she confided in me that she’d seen a 
unicycle in the closet her mom had bought for her younger 
brother. So he did get his wish.  

Special thanks to Tatiana Parker for contributing content to this newsletter.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: dan maxon

The NEW Winter Exhibit Needs You!
The Twelve Days of Winter
“On the first day of winter,” be a greeter. “On the second day of 
winter,” try your hand as a craft volunteer. “On the third day of 
winter,” volunteer as a Nature Store host. See what the season can 
bring to you!

C’mon, volunteers, you know the tune, so sing and play along on our 
all new indoor winter wonderland. Get in the action on a life-sized 
game board guided by a familiar holiday song, “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” with a natural twist of course. Take a turn, move along 
from space to space, and discover through interactive play the many 
things that nature gives us in winter. In addition, a craft, activity 
pages and scavenger hunts are fun for the whole family. Reminisce 
with your family and friends about your favorite childhood board 
games through an exhibit of classic games from the 50s, 60s & 70s.
The winter exhibit runs from November 19 through January 1 at 
Penitentiary Glen Nature Center. To volunteer, call Gloria.

Greeter: Noon–5 pm Greet people as they enter the Nature Center.
Craft Volunteer: Noon–4 pm Assist children with crafts and activity 
sheets.
Nature Store Host: Noon–5 pm Non-cashier position. Meet and greet 
visitors in the gift shop and assist them with their shopping needs.

Country Lights
You are invited to a special Staff/Volunteer Night of Country Lights on 
Thursday, December 1, 2011, from 5–8:30 pm. Rides are 20 minutes 
long beginning at 5 pm. No tickets will be distributed for Dec. 1. We will 
check you in by the last name on the reservation. Each volunteer may 
bring up to four immediate family members for free (maximum five free), 
but advance reservations are required. 

For those unable to attend on December 1, you may order up to five free 
tickets for December 5 or 6 or purchase full price tickets for any other 
night, based upon availability. Call 440-256-2156 by November 29 to 
make reservations. 


