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by Andy Baker, FARMPARK ADMINISTRATOR

WHAT CHANGE A YEAR MAKES. Last winter when | wrote for
the 2008 summer Almanac, the price of energy, corn and wheat
were going up and dairying was profitable. Today, we are in a
major recession. Gasoline is at half its 2008 peak cost and corn is
back to where it started a year ago. Today, some dairy farmers are
forced to sell off their herds as the price of milk hardly covers the
cost of production. Unfortunately, the pressures that gave us last
year’s high prices can easily resurface when the economy picks
up again. We can help our local farm economy persevere through
this economic downturn by buying local to insure that locally
grown food will be available for the next generation.

Today is also a great opportunity to grow our own food. There is
a lot of untapped potential in our landscapes for providing food.
Some municipalities have even begun to look at modifying zoning
restrictions on raising farm animals like chickens. Gardening and
raising animals have great therapeutic value and are a way to
bring nature into our lives and reintroduce future generations to
where their food comes from. You can discover do-it-yourself
farming at Farmpark. We’ll show you how to grow vegetables
and fruits in various settings, how to make a chicken tractor for
your garden, how to compost and how to keep bees. Even if you
don’t choose to do it yourself, you can gain an appreciation for
those that do and support our local farm economy by shopping at
Farmpark’s weekly farmers’ market or any of the many farmers’
markets throughout Northeast Ohio. Either way you’ll get better
tasting, more nutritious and safer food.



