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In Celebration
Lake Metroparks turns
What do you like best about Lake Metroparks? Where can you go 
and what is there to see and do? In celebration of the 50th anniversary of Lake 
Metroparks, we’ve compiled this list of favorites. So whether you’re an avid birder, 
someone looking for recreational activities, an amateur naturalist or just someone 
who wants to get back to nature, there’s something here for you!

50
Best for Birding
Arcola Creek Park 	 Lakeshore Reservation
Chagrin River Park* 	P enitentiary Glen Reservation
Girdled Road Reservation* 	 Veterans Park
Hell Hollow Wilderness Area*

*These parks have been designated as Important Bird Areas by Audubon Ohio.

Best for Scenic Waterways
Rivers	 Waterfalls
Beaty Landing	 Hell Hollow Wilderness Area               
Chagrin River Park	 Hogback Ridge Park
Grand River Landing	P aine Falls Park
Hidden Valley Park	P enitentiary Glen Reservation
Mason’s Landing Park

Best for Fall Color
Chapin Forest Reservation
Farmpark
Hell Hollow Wilderness Area
Hidden Valley Park
Hogback Ridge Park
Indian Point Park
Paine Falls Park

Best for 
Sunsets
Arcola Creek Park
Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park
Lakefront Lodge
Lakeshore Reservation
Painesville Township Park

Best for 
Butterflies
Girdled Road Reservation
Lakeshore Reservation
Penitentiary Glen Reservation

Best for Spring 
Wildflowers
Hogback Ridge Park*
Indian Point Park

*This park is the best for seeing Virginia 
Bluebells – don’t forget your camera!

Best for Golfing
Erie Shores Golf Course
Pine Ridge Country Club

by Wendy Pittenger, Exhibit Naturalist
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Best for Local History
Arcola Creek Park 	 Lakefront Lodge
Chagrin River Park 	P aine Falls Park
Chapin Forest Reservation 	P ainesville Township Park
Children’s Schoolhouse Nature Park 	P enitentiary Glen Reservation
Indian Point Park 	P ine Ridge Country Club

Look for history programs in Parks Plus!

Best for Winter Recreation
Snowshoeing	S kiing (cross-country)	Sl edding
Chapin Forest Reservation	 Chapin Forest Reservation 	 Chagrin River Park
Penitentiary Glen Reservation	 Girdled Road Reservation	 Chapin Forest Reservation
		  Hidden Valley Park
		R  iverview Park	
	

Best for Fishing
Pond	Riv er/Creek 	 Lake Erie
Chapin Forest Reservation	 Beaty Landing*	A rcola Creek Park*
Concord Woods Nature Park	 Chagrin River Park*	F airport Harbor Lakefront Park*
Girdled Road Reservation	 Grand River Landing*	 Lakeshore Reservation*			 
Penitentiary Glen Reservation	 Helen Hazen Wyman Park*	P ainesville Township Park*
Veterans Park*	 Hidden Valley Park*
	 Hogback Ridge Park*
	 Indian Point Park*          
	 Mason’s Landing Park*
	R iverview Park*	 *A fishing license is required for these parks.

Best for bicycling
Greenway Corridor
Chapin Forest Reservation
Girdled Road Reservation
Penitentiary Glen Reservation

Best for Hiking 
Chapin Forest Reservation
Girdled Road Reservation
Hell Hollow Wilderness Area
Penitentiary Glen Reservation

Best for Canoeing/Kayaking
Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park
Grand River Landing
Hidden Valley Park
Mason’s Landing Park

Best for horseback riding
Chapin Forest Reservation
Girdled Road Reservation
Penitentiary Glen Reservation

Bridle trails available for horse owners.

For a complete list of parks and amenities as well as programs and events offered year-round, 
visit Lake Metroparks online at lakemetroparks.com or visit one of our many facilities.


