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One of many containers at Farmpark, this pot includes a colorful array of sweet
potato vine, coleus, geraniums and million bells.

Another factor to consider is the location of your container
garden. If it is a hanging basket or planter that you may want
to move around, good quality plastic pots are ideal because
they are much lighter than clay or ceramic pots. Buy plastic
that is UV resistant or the container will fade and start to
crack.

Heavier clay pots are great for plants that are top heavy. They
are also porous and have the benefit of breathing, but cannot
be left out over winter or they will freeze and crack. Soil in

clay pots dries out faster, but that may be ideal for cacti and
succulents.

Strawberry jars come in both clay and plastic and are ideal
for planting strawberries. They also make excellent mini herb
gardens; you can plant different herbs in each of the little
pockets.

Floral planters can add zing to any garden and your choice
of plant material is expanding every year. One of the most
popular plants used to add color and splash to a container
are the wide array of ornamental sweet potato vines like the
chartreuse leaf “Margret.” Combine them with some of the
very vibrant maroon or orange leafed coleus and you have
an eye-catching and dramatic display. Cannas and feathery
grasses add interest and height to your plantings. Use
plants with different textures to add interest. Planters with
scented geraniums, basil or other highly aromatic plants near
walkways add fragrance as people walk by.

Whatever type of container garden you choose, remember
that fertilization is key. Even the best potting mix has a limited
amount of soil nutrients, so you will need to add slow release
fertilizer when planting your mini garden. If you don’t, you will
need to fertilize regularly during the active growing season.

For more creative ideas or help with container gardening, visit
the Plant Science Center at Lake Metroparks Farmpark and
explore our green oasis this winter.




