


PARK WIDE CLEAN-UP 
This major effort will coincide with National Volunteer Week, 
April 18-24 (and the 40th anniversary of Earth Day) and Give 
a Day, Get a Disney Day. Volunteer cooperation is needed 
to make this agency-wide park cleanup successful and 
meaningful. This is a great opportunity for the volunteers and 
the agency. Volunteers are advised to supply their own gloves; 
Lake Metroparks will supply trash bags, rakes, etc. Volunteer 
Program Manager Merle Walker will coordinate all volunteers 
needed and provide snacks. If you would like to be a part of 
the park-wide clean up project, contact Merle at 440-585-
3418 or mwalker@lakemetroparks.com.

WILDLIFE CENTER ADULT TRAINING
The Wildlife Center Adult Training has been scheduled. The 
adult training will be held on Tuesday, April 20 from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Wildlife Center. All adult volunteers interested 
in attending the training must be approved by the volunteer 
department prior to participating. Contact the volunteer offi ce 
to ensure that you are on the waiting list and have completed 
all necessary paperwork as soon as possible. The Wildlife 
Center staff will contact all applicants with additional training 
duties after April 5, 2010. Call Gloria Payne at 440-585-2520 
for more information or to sign up. Information about Junior 
Volunteer Training will be available in the coming months.

ASSISTANT SAILING INSTRUCTORS
Basic sailing assistant instructors are needed to teach 101, 
201 and 301 classes. Volunteers must have experience in 
small boat sailing and basic nautical knowledge. We teach 
with Hunter JY 14s, Lasers, and Hobie Cat sailboats on Lake 
Erie in the protected harbor at Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park. 

This is a great opportunity for sailors to get out on the water if 
they don’t own a boat. Our fl eet consists of 14 sailboats and 
two chase boats. Contact Leigh Garam at 440-585-2800 or 
lgaram@lakemetroparks.com for more information.

ASSISTANT PWC/JON BOAT & JET SKI 
INSTRUCTORS
PWC operators are needed to assist teaching both adult and 
children’s classes. We have two- and three-person PWCs 
that launch from Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park. The course 
includes an overview of the laws, basic maintenance and 
operation, and a fun buoy course. Volunteers should come 
with basic knowledge of how to operate a PWC/Jon boat/jet 
ski. We will give hands-on training of our particular courses. 
We provide all the equipment and gas for this program. 
Contact Brian Davidson at 440-256-2110 or bdavidson@
lakemetroparks.com for more information.

ATTENTION ORGANIC GARDENERS
The Lake Metroparks Environmental Learning Center is a 
state-of-the-art science and educational facility that connects 
people with nature. It features educational exhibits, fully 
equipped high-tech classrooms, an astronomical observatory, 
a biology/biotechnology lab and a weather station.
Volunteers are needed to weed gardens, lawn areas, 
bioretention swales and fertilize gardens as needed. We 
practice organic lawn care and we may have to pull weeds in 
the lawn areas around the building. The weather will affect 
our weeding schedule and needs, but we plan to weed at 
least twice per month to start. Please contact the volunteer 
department for more information. 

Youth volunteers prepare for a game at Beach Adventure Camp

Spring is the season for fl owers, chirping birds and tree buds. 
But it’s also the time for heavy rains and fl ood dangers. Floods 
are the most common and widespread of all natural hazards. 
Some fl oods develop over a period of days, but fl ash fl oods 
can result in raging waters in just a few minutes. Be aware of 
fl ood hazards, especially if you live in a low-lying area, near 
water or downstream from a dam. Here are a few tips to keep 
in mind as the rainy season hits us this spring.

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS
The complete Youth Volunteer Summer Camp Program 2010 has been posted to lakemetroparks.com. You can print the 
program list, check the camps you would like to be assigned to and return the form with your name, age and phone number to 
Gloria at gpayne@lakemetroparks.com or via fax at 440-585-3224. Also, mark your calendar for 9 a.m., April 10 for the Summer 
Camp Youth Volunteers Orientation being held at Lakefront Lodge. No assignments will be made until after the orientation. 
Please note the minimum age requirement for all camps is listed on the form.

First, know the terms used to describe fl ooding: 

FLOOD WATCH: Flooding is possible. Stay tuned to 
NOAA radio, commercial radio or television for additional 
information. 
FLASH FLOOD WATCH: Flash fl ooding is possible. Move to 
higher ground. A fl ash fl ood could occur without any warning. 
Listen to NOAA radio, commercial radio or television for 
additional information.
FLOOD WARNING: Flooding is occurring or will occur soon. If 
advised to evacuate, do so immediately.
FLASH FLOOD WARNING: A fl ash fl ood is occurring. Seek 
higher ground on foot immediately.
URBAN AND SMALL STREAM ADVISORY: Flooding of small 
streams, streets and low-lying areas is occurring. 

If it’s raining heavily: 

•Be aware of fl ash fl oods. If there is any possibility of a fl ash 
   fl ood occurring, immediately move to higher ground. 

•Listen to radio or television stations for local information. 

•Be aware of streams, drainage channels and areas known 
   to fl ood suddenly. 

•Stay away from fl ood waters. They could be contaminated. 

•Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving 
   water can knock you off your feet. If you must walk in a 
   fl ooded area, walk where the water is not moving. Use a 
   stick to check the fi rmness of the ground in front of you. 

•Do not drive into fl ooded areas. If fl ood waters rise around 
   your car, abandon the car and move to higher ground, if you 
   can do so safely. You and your vehicle can quickly be swept 
   away as fl ood waters rise. 

Other tips include:

•Make an emergency plan and assemble an emergency kit.

•Purchase an inexpensive AM radio or NOAA weather radio 
   with batteries in case of power outages for urgent news day 
   and night. 

•Monitor area news media for information if severe weather 
   is predicted. 

•Listen for alerts about evacuation routes or fi nd the latest 
   evacuation route information. 

•Monitor local road conditions and obey closure signs. 

•Take medications and supplies with you. 

•Minimize fl ood damage by keeping storm drains free of 
   leaves and other debris and know who to call and how 
   to protect yourself if fl ooding leads to sewer overfl ows into 
   homes and businesses. 

THINK SAFETY DURING SPRING’S HEAVY RAINS

Flooding at Grand River Landing in July 2006

CONDOLENCES to Idale Wieland on the loss of her 
husband, Don Wieland. Don was a dedicated special 
event volunteer for Lake Metroparks.

CONDOLENCES to the family of Helen Ostanek. Helen 
volunteered as a VSA with Sales & Corporate Services 
and also worked a variety of special events for Lake 
Metroparks since 1996. 

CONDOLENCES to Maria Vitantonio, a support volunteer 
for the volunteer offi ce, on the loss of her grandmother.

CONGRATULATIONS to Jamie, daughter of Beverly Caduff, 
on the birth of her daughter Olivia Mia Rose.

Condolences & 
Congratulations

Special thanks to Tatiana Parker for contributing 
content to this newsletter.



YOU DESERVE A PAT ON THE BACK…
Lake Metroparks’ Volunteer Department recently received the 2010 Distinguished Civic Organization Award from the Rotary 
Club of Willoughby. In presenting this award, the rotary acknowledged the 2,100 volunteers who provide immeasurable 
resources that expand and enrich park district services and programs and are also a key part of the reason Lake Metroparks is 
recognized as one of the top parks systems in the country. Nice job, volunteers!

THE VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT MISSIONTHE VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT MISSION
The Volunteer Department supports the Lake Metroparks’ mission by The Volunteer Department supports the Lake Metroparks’ mission by 
providing a substantial resource of volunteers to enrich and expand Lake providing a substantial resource of volunteers to enrich and expand Lake 
Metroparks services and programs as well as generate goodwill through Metroparks services and programs as well as generate goodwill through 
citizen participation in Lake Metroparks.citizen participation in Lake Metroparks.

THE MISSION OF LAKE METROPARKSTHE MISSION OF LAKE METROPARKS
To conserve and preserve the natural resources of Lake County while To conserve and preserve the natural resources of Lake County while 
providing a variety of safe, affordable and enjoyable educational and providing a variety of safe, affordable and enjoyable educational and 
recreational programs and activities that enhance the quality of life in recreational programs and activities that enhance the quality of life in 
Lake County now and for generations to follow.Lake County now and for generations to follow.

KEEP US INFORMED
To help keep our records updated, please send us any changes 
to your address, telephone numbers or e-mail. Keep in touch! 
The volunteer department e-mail address is mwalker@
lakemetroparks.com. If you would like to receive information 
from us via e-mail, please forward your e-mail address to Merle.
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Lake Metroparks does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, gender, age, nationality or disability 
in employment, services, programs or activities. Should 
special assistance be required in visiting facilities and/or 
participating in programs or activities of the Lake Metroparks, 
please call 440-358-7275 at least 48 hours in advance.


