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LAKE METROPARKSvolunteersvolunteers
Help out at the Grand River Canoe & Kayak Race on April 22 or sign up for Trees for Wildlife to present a fun program to first graders at local schools. 

Spring is in the Air!
The groundhog’s predicted six more weeks of winter can go by 
fast when you start searching for signs of spring. Some of the 
tell-tale signs that spring is on its way include the brownish-
purple skunk cabbage emerging in late February and the 
annual salamander migration during the first stretch of rainy 
50-degree nights. March breaks the silence of winter with 
spring peepers, robins, and baby squirrels, and livens the 
scenery with blooming snowdrops, daffodils, and crocuses. 
Days are longer with the equinox occurring on March 20. 
This is followed by April’s returning warblers, the rustling of 
awakening reptiles, and the birth of chipmunk and cottontail 
babies. Forest floors showcase the first mushrooms, and 
trilliums line the forest’s edge. Butterflies, mayapples and deer 
fawns appear in May just as new life hatches in vernal pools. 
Which sign of spring do you look forward to most?

Volunteer Highlight
We would like to say thank you to 
volunteer Chris Miller. Chris has 
volunteered on many occasions 
including Halloween Drive-Thru, 
adapted programming, equine, and 
many special events parkwide. In 
November and December, Chris 
signed up to volunteer for multiple 
Candy Land shifts at Penitentiary 
Glen, but he also stepped in several times to help cover last 
minute volunteer cancelations. Both the staff and visitors 
greatly appreciated the assistance Chris gave during the busy 
Candy Land season that accommodated more than 15,000 
visitors this year. We appreciate you, Chris!

Upcoming Volunteer 
Opportunities
Spring events are popping up!  
Check out VIC or give us a call to sign up!
Starting in March, Trees for Wildlife needs presenters and 
Woody the Tree volunteers to help visit all of the first graders 
in Lake County. This educational program has been running 
for 35 years and hands out tree saplings to each student. 
Volunteers must be able to attend a training session in early 
March. Call us for details.

Save the Date!
This year’s annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner will be held at Pine Ridge Country Club on 
Thursday, June 8, 2023. Watch for an invitation to come with more details. RSVP will be required.



VOLUNTEER SERVICES MISSION
Volunteer Services supports the Lake Metroparks’ mission by providing a 
substantial resource of volunteers to enrich and expand Lake Metroparks 
services and programs as well as generate goodwill through citizen 
participation in Lake Metroparks.

THE MISSION OF LAKE METROPARKS
To conserve and preserve the natural resources of Lake County while 
providing a variety of safe, affordable, and enjoyable educational and 
recreational programs and activities that enhance the quality of life in 
Lake County now and for generations to follow.

Keep Us Informed
To help keep our records updated, please send us any changes to your 
address, telephone numbers or e-mail. Keep in touch! If you would like 
to receive information from us via e-mail, please forward your e-mail 
address to volunteer@lakemetroparks.com.

LAKE COUNTY PROBATE JUDGE
Mark J. Bartolotta

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS
Gretchen Skok DiSanto • Frank J. Polivka • John C. Redmond

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Paul Palagyi

Lake Metroparks does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, gender, age, nationality or disability in employment, services, 
programs or activities. Should special assistance be required in visiting 
facilities and/or participating in programs or activities of the Lake 
Metroparks, please call 440-358-7275 at least 48 hours in advance.

Lake Metroparks Volunteer Services
Volunteer Line    440-585-3041 x6418    volunteer@lakemetroparks.com
Beverly Caduff   440-585-3041 x6322     bcaduff@lakemetroparks.com
Lauren Pauline  440-585-3041 x6419     lpauline@lakemetroparks.com

Grab your hat and a paddle! The annual Grand River Canoe 
and Kayak Race from Harpersfield Covered Bridge to Hidden 
Valley Park is back April 22. Register for the race or volunteer 
to assist with this popular event.

In late spring, golf season will be in full swing. There are two 
beautiful 18-hole courses to enjoy in our park system. Erie 
Shores Golf Course in Madison includes a driving range and 
skills center clubhouse, while Pine Ridge Country Club boasts 
a championship course. Want to volunteer as a golf marshal? 
Volunteers help with monitoring the course during play and 
driving golf carts. Call Volunteer Services to find out more.

All volunteers with 20 hours of service or more in the last 
two years receive volunteer benefits. For a complete list and 
to redeem these benefits, contact Volunteer Services for a 
volunteer ID card to get the most out of your volunteer service!

2023 Background Checks
Background check renewal reminders will be sent to all adults 
who started volunteering with Lake Metroparks in 2018. Keep 
an eye out for the automated email that you will receive during 
the same month you originally began volunteering. If you 
receive an email and have multiple household members who 
volunteer and share the same email account, please give us 
a call to find out who in your family is due. If you are overdue 
for a background check, it must be submitted before you can 
volunteer for another assignment. Background checks are 
valid for five years. When following the instructions online, you 
may request a personal copy be sent to you.

Breakfast with the Bunny needs costume volunteers! The 
open dates are April 1, 7, and 8 at Farmpark. There are also 
host/hostess positions available both weekends.

The April 22 Grand River Canoe and Kayak Race volunteer 
positions still available include parking/unloading boats, chute 
starters, monitors/clean up, river spotters, and registered 
photographers. Most positions are from 7 am to 1 pm or until 
the event is over. The race begins at Harpersfield Covered 
Bridge and the finish line is located at Hidden Valley Park.

Earth Day returns to Penitentiary Glen April 23 from noon to 4 
pm. Greeters, craft assistants, station helpers, and Woody the 
Tree volunteers are needed.

Feeling crafty? Lamb Jam is looking for craft assistants for 
varying shifts April 29-30 at Farmpark.

Starting in May, we will begin scheduling youth volunteers for 
summer camp helper positions. Each camp assignment is a 
one-week commitment. Call us in May to sign up! New youth 
volunteers must fill out a volunteer application online.

If you are an experienced Lake Metroparks volunteer and are 
interested in becoming a Volunteer Coordinator for special 
events, let us know! Email volunteer@lakemetroparks.com with 
your inquiry.

Spring Activities
Hop to it! Stay active this spring and enjoy your volunteer 
benefits and discounts.

Visit the Quilt Show at Farmpark this spring and exercise 
your right to vote for the People’s Choice Award! Quilts 2023 
displays more than 200 works and runs from March 31-April 
30, with special vendor days April 28-30. Visit baby farm 
animals while you’re there. Lamb Jam is April 29-30.


